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Steam Returns To Webster Springs 


Ady »•. WTO flood. (he tram will 
travel over Iha grade of the tor tn«r 
Greenbrier, Cheat A ElkRailroad. 
■ri eh at one lima ei tended Irorr 
Cni i a Pocahontaa County to tie 
headwaters of Leathtrwood Creek 
up m the valley Iron Bergoo Hare 
tie Inlls once resounded with the 
music ot the steam locomotives -- 
first the Stays of the G C A E . 
reel the narrow gorge Stays of 
Pardee A Curtin, md then the 
Consolidations and ether types of 
the Western Marytaed The reil- 
fens will bo traveling through a 
and truly rich in railroad lore If 
tie traveller looks high 14100 the 
mountain to hit left while moving 
out of the town, ha may be able to 
see tie grade used yy the Pardee 
A Curtin trains 

Soon the train will arrive at 
edial is known locally as Number 
Four, a former coal mining area 
which kept hie trains of the West¬ 
ern Mar yland buoy fer many years 
A short distance further on, the 
tram will stop at scenic Whitlakor 
Falls Photographers will be cer¬ 
tain to want to IMa many photos 
of this stenie areas ongE Ik River 

—" trwrt mut m. 




SEt PA6T 16 FOR TICKETS 


Wrbslor Sprint* on tha »am* day 
Tha tram* would maat at Sprue*, 
allowing flw adventurous lo (raval 
on to lha oppont* and ol Via lin* 
from which It* ttarlad. Possibly 
mor* feasible will b* tha sche¬ 
duling of straight through trip* 
from on* and of lha Int* to th* 
other, with provision made for 
boating th* piiiengcn back to 
the starling pliCc, or running the 


i |a« iiwwi locally eaSlety Fart), 
i to'r* tk Kiwi to Brigoo Wib 
• ***' Co—ty Watt Virginia, 20 4 

4 - .** Wslmi and thencort.nuull 

m» la* to Webster Springs. Mabttri 
Catady W**t Virginia 
I Th* total length of tha Webster - 
l Randolph Scenic Railroad including 
•ii I hi Can Scenic Railroad, 
«w I 2 mil** of connecting track, 
and th* Weslern Mary lard Rail¬ 
road from Elkin* to lha End of 
rw tracks on tha Back Fork of 
fl* Riaar at Webster Spring* is 
1T» 4 mrfe* Tha right to operate 
tram movements over the Western 
toMryland will ba obtained by tha 
9at» of Wa*t Virginia, but th# 
actual ownership of the trackage 
will ba m the hand* of the Western 
Maryland B&O - C&ORailroads 
Tha schedule of trips is diffi- 
cott to stale with certainty at this 
tin*#, but it iHmi probable that 
they will ba runonanevary-othor- • 
wae* bas.s from Elkins and Web- 
stir Springs This means that 
one weak th* trip would be mad* 
from Elkins lo Spruce te Bald 
ICnotfut.ng Cass Scenic Railroad 
egnpmenl on the last section) and 
return to Elkins, and lha following 
wo«*. the trip would bo made from 
Webster Springs to Spruce to Bald 
Knob and return Eventually as the 
demand eoiat.plans call for an in- 
cMtsad number of Iripswithatrip 
being operated out of Elkins and j 


Photo by G Leroy Crislrp 
‘sling Hauler. Class C, 100 ton - numb. 


THE WORLD S LARGEST 
6 of tha Cass Scenic Railroa 


featuring steam locomotives from 
the past challenging the steepest, 
most crooked mainline railroad 
.n the East. A trig on the Webster- 
Randolph ScamcRailroadw.lltru'y 


regular operation of I 
Maryland will proceds 


the schedule or the 
la railroad will givi the 
al trait lor his money 


event, thescheduli 


Roles In Enacting Necessary Legislation 


E. Hansford McCoui 


Arch A. Moore 


continue to pi ay key roles in oracjgig the necessary legi 
-Randolph Scenic Rail-oad, 


These officials have played ar 
lion to oil tally establish the W. 








V 


Justification For A Railroad I Editor's Not 


by Clifford P. Carpenter 


Beauty in only skin deep - an 
adage from bygone years - might be 
paraphraied to tty acemc beauty 
i» only surface deep To the eye 
r tounat. sightseer. or just 


ion, the aria dolt lerve to attract 
people that are mtei 
type of botanicil ntu 


lookt for The got den rod flower 
it rather picture ague in the fall of 
the year, but to the hay fiver 
sufferer, the niton of the golden 
rod it tho tenon not to be caught 
Without ItHini' tilnMil'll, tir 1'iith' giv¬ 
ing, decongettmg pitta. 

However one looks at our 559 
aguare milea of nature here in 
Webster County, proa and cons 
will ante from all guerters Con 
leguently, this article ia written 
from the biased viewpoint ol anal- 
ure enthusiast that realizes his 
goldenrod mey very well cause 
some of you to snoem Also, 

this article is designed to pot 
Slion "What is in Webster County 
to warrant a tcenlc railroad in the 
first place?" 

In tho firat place, second place, 
etc.. Webster County is isolated 
and this writer likes it that way 
The motoitain roads which semi 

wey. like an insurance policy for 
people that can't stand tho thought 
of a hustling, buttling city. To a 
lot of people, the poace and soli 
tude that abounds around us makes 
Webstar County a haven for frayed 
nerves Wo are isolated, of that 
there is no doubt; moroover. we 
are likely to stay tliet wey until 
the helicopters become as common 
es automobiles But this only adds 
to the eheedy quaint md old-tim- 



itnams, and wildlife 
We have had all theae things foi 
so long in Webstar County that 


I pondering whit tile would be 9vg> 


Morr specifically. etongthetre- 
ckege ol the proposed scenic rail- 
road, many lights ere to be found 
that would delight the senses of the 
most staunch of city dwellers In 
some instances, the combination 
of man snd nature presents sconus 
worthy ol mention. 

Nothing could be more scenic 
to this writer at this time then to 
see an eld locomotive ol any metre 
or variety, build up e head of 
steam at the old depot in Webster 
Springs tor the beginning of a 
smoky, noisy trip upstream along 
Elk River 

The track itself, winding and 
twisting along the river possesses 
sumo sort of magical attraction 
whether viewed on a misty morn 
mg »r e stifling hot afternoon 
Tho to people in th 


Another close at hand attraction 
» the Native Arts and Crafts | 
on Golden Shore I 

local culture an 




Iteed te prefll Ire 
■Ml at all, an# m 
much Seme if tot 
nil known for lit 
that unconcerned ■ 
Cm the power ol • 
“I the pill in igr 


a relatively unlipped resource 
hero m the county 

When the train tmally bluwt its 
whistle and gets under way, it will 
travel only a short dislancebetorv 
other noteworthy srenwry appears I 
Webster Springs Hi^ School, re 
ther astutely situated along the 
riverbank in a residential area, 
would loom out of the early morn 
mg mist as a concrete reminder 
that civilization will forever re 
mam tucked away m the halls ol 
a somewhere land Immediately 
beyond the achool, Nature makes 
her presence known el Wooddell 
Falla Whether seen with its icy 
beard in the winter lime or through 


\ teem ties 
1 9 "' r 

Li 


«S. m Itsel I. a type ut stems beaut r normal maintenance required 

Along tv mere natural line, tho t-w the I rick In COhdltllW < 

'mTvfura of gfedes and forest* foewd p***,*,^,,, tram oparation. 


• somewhat an oddity The 


wailing for that head ot 


»t. for which Glade District steam In build up. a visitor could 


was named, do ml occur frequen- 
tly m West Virginia Several ri 
a hava baan put forth fc 


taka a ahort trip through the near by 
reilyard (wood rails, that ia) to 
watch how Iho highly popular rail 


instance some people say In- fonco it made Many of the yard'k 

diana burned the arses so ofton pr uducls am shipped as far at the 

that trees were killed out; others Mississippi Valley .kistenexem- 

leel that Mil conditions prevent p |, „| a small industry that could 

toe growth el trees, but then the not ensl it poor, isolated Webster 

ae i and cl. mete m./d favor the County did not have all theae hills 

wars than it favors covered ~ 


, visitors will rwrvvr w* »v «n • 

r**y» sfritr# toe motFerii*r that 

creates the falls th the cove 
■ behind the tails, about fifty species 
ol plants can be found, a factor 
attributed to the frost pocket that 
dominates that area 

Defnnd the A & P Store- end in 
the river by the School, can be seen 
twu of tile three outcroppings of 
limestone thal are to bo found m 
the HI River in Webster County 
At die eastern end of the Toeei 
•a on Horn of internal that 
sumly be louml m the mna 
every town er city Whether 


s>* 


urely a cliff It 
lep over only 


sort of rapid* toi 
than a dent m the 
face On igistrej 
Curtin, scene 0 
Curtin Lumbar 
rather large op 
exports proAicte 
Ih# railroad as 






Inally •<* wilt* wide eyedfrigM from 9m 
top or front a crumpled heap at 
i(«r ntl tfm tool lorn, Lover L*ap it mot! 


Crook A IlMhfi** caueed 
W» damage to lha *ai«tmg 

and roadway last July 1% i 
effect* or* «till •widen! 

After petting Bergoo, tha 
begmt to rite quickly Nc 
lima it wattixl m get^nc 
variable boundary between 
trat hardwood forettfwifh 
ory. yel tow poplar, oak anc 
the northern hardwood 
tportmg motVy beech, * 
le, and yellow birch F 
the mocntaint. the nort 
fer region it reache 


which eventually t 
its own weight h 
now, the falls will 







atii 



In days gone by. iron man and machines struggled to 
•■tract the timber from th* rugged slopes throughout th* «tate. 
Granted, in most instances, the sole governing motive was 
profit, however, the men whose very existence depended upon 
the pulling of crosscut saws, swinging an axe, or crawling over 
the ice-covered logs to set the brakes of several cars of a 
Shay-drawn logging train, have become a part of history which 
will always be a nostalgic memory in the minds of Americans 
everywhere--and in those of West Virginians most of all. 

It is the hopo of the editor and authors of this publication 
that the logging train can once again make its music throughout 
the land along the Western Maryland and Cass Scenic Rail¬ 
roads from Elkins in Randolph County through Pocahontas 
County to Webster Springs in Webster County. An area 
developed by the logging railroad can once again be developed 
but in such a way as to not mar the land for future generations. 
The trains will run again, but this time the cargo will be 
tourists, worth far more in relative weight than logs, and 
capable of appreciating the scenic beauty of this wonderful land. 

Many people have been asked to help with this project, but 
few have responded. People seem content to let some one else 
dn all the work and then reap the economic benefit for free. 
Perhaps our society has degenerated to this, but when one looks 
at the persons contacted for financial support who would have 
stood to profit from the railroad, but did not offer any assist¬ 
ance at all. one must wonder that money could possibly mean so 
much. Some of these individuals can remember when the area 
was known for its appeal to tourists and can also remember 
that unconcerned residents allowed this type of industry to die. 
Can the power of the almighty dollar be so great that the lessons 
of the past are ignored just to save a few dollars and then lose 
m the long run? 

If those persons known as the "railroad team" had been paid 
for their many hours of work with the project, the bill would be 
excess of $100.000 00 They cannot and do not expect to 
ever mate any money from the scenic railroad; their only 
reason for doing what they have doneistheir love of railroads 
They want to aee people come to the area to get a taste of the 
••#*♦• and sou n ds of the railroads of the past on what will be 
le weald's longest scenic railroad 

it *s le *>•» end that the Webster Randolph Scenic Railroad 
f*«n has devoted its time end effort, end now dedicates this 
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rlrlv situated along th* 
,n * trsitfmfial area. 
n out of the early morn 
,» a concrete reminder 
ration wilt forever ***»- 

d away m fftc halia of 
,<* land Immediately 
,<-boof. Nature makes 
c , known at WOOddtll 

»he- '0«n "ilh '*» ,C V 
winter time ot through 

mi at m the summer. 

nevot '• t th« sun's 
*ie moag^rtiff 'that 


» Team has devoted 
|| papar. 


It* tima and affort, and now dedicates «ij, 

O. Leroy Crislip, Editor 
January 8. 1971 


suroly a cliff that a poi son would points of major interest a| on _ th 
stop over only after duo thought track to Bald Knob in Pocahontas 

and consider ation had boon given to County, but to be emphasized hor« 

what the future offered and oven is the tact that scenic beauty pro 
then, not needlessly. vails all along the track and tour 

Then, thore is Cherry Falls and ists will need neck9 made nl rub- 
its namesake Cherry Falls a quint bor if they are loWH^eyo^tKinSi 


fa. aSvHif fifty a#MH-.r» 

N found, a factor 

he frost pocket that 

area 

I t P Store and m 
r School, can be seen 
«e outcroppings of 
are to be found in 
m Webster County, 
m and of the Town 
interest that must 
<d m the annals of 
its Whether view* 
yed fright from the 
enmpted heap at 
ever Leap is most 






Uimi ii if 1*111 m tho E Ik's glassy aur - 
face. On upstream to Parcool ond 
Curtin, scono of the Pardoo and 
Curtin Lumber Mill which is a 
rather large operation that also 
exports products. The mill utilizes 
the railroad as a vital link for 
moving products to market. 

Nest comes Bergoo, an old min¬ 
ing and logging town that still feels 
the effects of those heydoy years 
every time two large-size rain¬ 
drops fall in the same place in 
either Leather wood or Bergoo 
Crpek A flashflood caused exten¬ 
sive damage to the existing bridge 
and roadway last .Inly 16 and the 
effects are still evident. 

After passing Bergoo, the grade 
begins to rise quickly. Not much 
time is wasted in getting to the 
variable boundary between the cen¬ 
tral hardwood forest(with its hick¬ 
ory. yellowpoplar, oak andash) and 
the northern hardwood forest 
sporting mostly beech, sugar map 
le. and yellow birch. Further up 
the mountains, the northern coni¬ 
fer region is reached with its 
thickly matted red spruce that 
give the mountain top the appear¬ 
ance of a Mohawk haircut. 

Whittaker Falls will undoubtedly 
become a regular rest stop on the 
scemc route Short but wide, the 
falls exhibit* the woes of Niagara 
Fails a soft layerof shale under- 
r*etr. the more-resistant lop layer 
of sandstone is gradually washing 
a**r 'earing no support for the top 
■r * eventually break* off from 
m own weipit Many year* from 
rxjm rtw falls will be nothing more 
*wr a rap'd* 


traction In bu inonlionod. and it was 
left intentionally until last. In Web¬ 
ster Springs there is to be found 
something called salt-sulphur wa¬ 
ter that no visitor to Town should 
miss, but each visitor shouldhave. 
as I have had. the privilege of 
making it the first or last item 
on his agenda 


T«w II g Cut. near the jintliHl 

•ess Ml % Ow tul was made 
www * 1 9 Pv bawd • 1910 by Italian 

•d doM m>lee4Mmg Nolands at 
a mmt j mm m t p N MseM p*w* 


Collection of Oaorgia Donald 
Wooddell Pall* opposila the 
present Webstar Spring* Nigh 
Wheel building provide a part of 
Me acanary along the former 
the scenery along the future 
oreoMt ra»l»aad This pheb* 


ions o< ' 

‘her® r» m H. 

do«. ‘ qm ° ,r, S ol »uiDi»n«. 

rem.nd lb, ” 


crews and wafer 
growing up in Yellow* 
Tulip Tree, if you prefe 
is little evidence of th 
man except for the rem 
old wire fence near Big R 
occasional piece of pipe 
some rivulet to form 
The cliffs along theent 
of the Scenic Railroad, w 
once blasted from livinj 
form a roadbed, have a 
sere maturity. Except f 
cassional fresh scar c 
recent fracturmg of the n 
of the cliffs are covered * 
ens and mosses. The 
required to create the n 
no longer in evidence 
Above Byers, Iherailri 
into some of it's longest i 
ightest stretches Be tv 

Run and Whittaker Falls 
is through a spectacul. 
A massive cliff on the h 
river reaches some three 
feet vertically. Across 
of this cliff, the seconda 
way that provides aece* 
area winds precariously. 

Whittaker Falls.onthe\ 
Randolph County line, wi 
magnificent view. Alas, 
has taken it’s toll What 
a thirty-foot flume at th 
the century has degene r 
little more than a glonfi 
The terrible scouring pc 
swiftly-flowing stream i 
donee here A recent I 
on the face of the falls 
to enhance it’s appearan 
ever, this is the only tai 
river vwtrthy of the nam 
more years, and Whittak 
will be only a memory F 

it will be a series of i 
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ALONG THE SCENIC RAILRO 


(By Gordon T Hamrick Continued from Pago 14) 


which has survived two flash floods 
in loss than forty year s leads 
one into the old Western Maryland 
Railway yard complex Just a 
cross the bridge, on tho right, 
stood the depot, all that remains 
are a few concrete pilings. A few 
yards further upriver, whore the 
equipment shod now stands, stood 
the water tower. At one time, a 
half dozen Baldwin engines could 
have been found in the yard at any 
given time; today, only the echoes 
of whistle and hiss of steam re 
main. The sidings sit empty, 
rails rusting, ties rotting. 

Loaving Bergoo, the Scenic Rail¬ 
road hugs the cliffs on the right. 
To the left, the highway shares the 
available space with the river 
Every so often, these two contest 
the existing space; the river us¬ 
ually wins Man may interfere 
with the river; he cannot tame or 
control it. Even the railroad is 
not immune to the ravages of the 
surging waters. Mute evidence 
of these constant skirmishes is 
fot*>d m tho driftwood piled along 
the right-of-way. 

At Bergoo Creek, the highway 
tw.ngs across the river, while the 
ra iroad continues on the right of 
toe river Evidence of one-time 
human habitation is visible along 
Put stretch of railroad Brush 
choked river bottoms attest to 
one time farms Remains of vari¬ 
ous types of buildings are visible 
• t different places A patch of 
»^it f.iored greenery on a slope 
ie"* a* a hardy pioneer Herr and 
remains of suspension br i ■ 
Ipes r»m.nd (he traveler thet at 
me ».me toe r«.lro*d was the only 


yet to carry it's first Inad nl coal * 
Difficulties of an unknown nature 
possibly a question of mineral 
rights, a right-of-way problem, 
or insufficont coal to justify mm 
ing caused the bridge to be a 
bandoned. Although an occassional 
enterprising four-wheel drive en¬ 
thusiast may cross it. it is g**n 
erally limited to foot traffic - 
fishermen and hunters 

From Whittaker Falls, it is 
only a short distance to Hickory 
Lick and the former Bethelehem 
Steel Company mines The tipple 
complex has fallen upon hard 
times, and sits silent, vacant win¬ 
dows staring over the once in¬ 
dustrious area The catwalks have 
fallen in; parts of the roof are 
askew Some enterprising in¬ 
dividual is building a loading plat¬ 
form on one of the sidings Pre¬ 
sumably, coal is to be trucked 
down from a strip mine on the 
mountain to the siding. Mercifully, 
the loading platform is on the side 
of the river opposite the Scenic 
Railroad. The road leading up the 
mountain is real and ugly. 

A few miles above Hickory Lick, 
the Greenbrier Limestone rises 
above the drainage and, after a dis¬ 
tance of a mile or so. is elevated 
sufficiently for the railroad to 
cross it Thereafter, the cliffs 
on the right are formed by the 
Greenbrior, rather than tho Web¬ 
ster Springs sandstone which has 
predominated since leaving Web 
ster Springs At this point, also, 
the railroad swings almost due 
south for the run to Slaty Fork 
To the right. Sharp's Knob it visi¬ 
ble, visible alto it the evidence of 
• change in the flora Her vkwood s 
no lunger dominate tho mountain 
tops patches of what once was an 
i*+reten stand of Nod Spruce can 







r< lr*hl*l'Y to die. 
I fh*l Wl* 10*000 1 
,r* and then low 

I* had b*0O pud 
hr bill would b* 

tfc OOl 0*porl to 
o»d «*♦•' only 
,t of retlrood* 

>1 « latte of ff>* 

,.r «.**! Will b# 


rowic Railroad 
this 




ually win* noun may imorioro 
with tho rivor,- hn cannot tamo or 
control it. Even tho railroad is 
not immune to tho ravages of tho 
surging waters. Mule ovidonco 
of Ihoso constant skirmishes is 
found in tho driftwood piled along 
tho right of way 
At Bor goo Crook, tho highway 
swings across tho rivor, while the 
railroad continues on tho right of 
tho rivor. Evidence of one time 
human habitation is visible along 
this strotch of railroad. Brush 
choked river bottoms attest to 
one timo farms. Rcmainsofvari¬ 
ous typos of buildings are visible 
a t different places A patch of 
light-colored greenery on a slope 
tolls of a hardy pioneer. Here and 
there, remains of suspension bri¬ 
dges remind the traveler that at 
one time, the railroad was the only 
means of access to the outside. 

At ByorsfMine No. 4), the Pardee 
and Curt in tipple complex sits. 
silent and rusting, the sidings c 


4- 


vorgrown 
Tho 


woods and brush. 

oppai 


tippie. tttiicfi unce housed the Wes t - 

-em Maryland Railway section 

crews and water tower, are slowly 
growing up in Yellow Poplar(or 
Tulip free, if you prefer). There 
is little evidence of the hand of 
man except for the remains of an 
old wire fence near Big Run, and an 
occasional piece of pipe stuck into 
some rivulet to form a faucet. 

The cliffs along the entire length 
of the Scenic Railroad, which were 
once blasted from living rock to 
form a roadbed, have attained a 
sere maturity. Except for an oc- 
cessional fresh scar caused by 
recent fracturing of the rock, most 
of the cliffs are covered with lich¬ 
ens and mosses The violence 
reared to create the roadbed is 
no longer in evidonce 

Above Byers, the railroad opens 
into some of it‘s longest and stra- 
■f *.•«! stretches. Between Big 
Rirv and Whittaker Falls, tho run 
•s throu^i a spectacular area 
A massive cliff on the left of the 
river reaches some three hundred 
feet ee*fir.ally Across the face 


■ 1.1 mi u" uiiv ui mo siamgs. r*r«>- 
numably, coal is to bo trucked 
down from a strip mine on tho 
mountain to the sidinq Mercifully, 
(he loading platform is on (ho side 
of the rivor opposite the Scenic 
Railroad. The road leading up the 
mountain is real and ugly 



„ the KoiceW CoNect 
-e was always good t 


A few miles above Hickory Lick, 
the Greenbrier Limestone rises 
above the drainage and, after a dis 
tance of a mile or so, is elevated 
sufficiently for the railroad to 
cross it. Thereafter, the cliffs 
on the right are formed by the 
Greenbrier, rather than the Web¬ 
ster Springs sandstone which has 
predominated since leaving Web¬ 
ster Springs. At this point, also, 
the railroad swings almost due 
south for the run to Slaty Fork.. 

To the right. Sharp's Knob invisi¬ 
ble; visible also is the evidence ot 
a change in the flora. Hardwoods 
no longer dominate the mountain 
tops; patches of what onco was an 
unbroken stand of Rod Spruce can 
bt* sown. 

Many years ago, Aldo Leopold 
wrote, "Recreational development 
is not a job of building roads 
into lovely country, but of building 
receptivity into the still unlovely 
human mind. We owe it to ourself 
and to the good earth that supports 
us to curb our avarice to the ex¬ 
tent of leaving a few spots un¬ 
touched and unexpluited . . The 
Scenic Railroad proposes to do 
this by utilizing already existing 
facilities to give the tourist a 
leisurely contact with nature and 
the past. 


EPILOGUE 

The foregoing is a reasonably 
complete representation of my 
impressions and notes, the imper¬ 
sonal view recorded by a well 
stopped down camera lens is quite 
different The route out of Webster 
Springs by rail is no different 
from any other city, regardless of 
sue Shacks with rusting wash¬ 
ing machines on the porches line 
the right-of way Old beer cans, 
automobile hulks, automobile ti¬ 
res and Other debris line the 
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cm < asional piece of pipe stuck into 
com# rivulet to form a faucet. 

The cliff* along the entire length 
of the Scemi Railroad, which wore 
once blasted from living rock to 
form a roadbed, have attained a 
%cn» malm ity fc'xcopt for an oc¬ 
cassional fiesh scar caused by 
i n ont fr a« luring of the rock, most 
of the cliff* aro cover ed with lich¬ 
en* and mossos The violonco 

required to create the roadbed is 
no longer in evidence 
Above Byers, the railroad opens 
into some of it‘s longest and stra- 
jhtvst stretches Between Big 

Run and Whittaker Falls, the run 
'* through a spectacular area. 

A massive cliff on the left of the 
river reaches some three hundred 
Wt vertically Across the face 
°* cliff, the secondary high- 
•s^y that provides access to the 
area winds precariously. 

Whittaker Falls, on the Webster- 
R«ndolph County line, was once a 
m^gn.f.cent view Alas, but time 
taken .fs toll What was once 
a th.rty-foot flume at the turn of 
Lh< century has degenerated into 
•iJfie more than a glorified rapid. 
The terrible scouring power of a 
••'ftiy flowing stream is in evt- 
h * r# A recent fracturing 
** o1 falls did little 

* *'** nc# »f‘» appearance how 

'• only fall* on the 
' worthy of the name A few 
r*or*. and Whittaker Falls 
•• beam, a memory Replacing 

* mtl ** * of Chutes m 
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I be fee Mly ef men the 
f n »i#M Moee fliai hr «d- 
1 hell H. and why 
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facilities to give the tourist a 
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EPILOGUE 


The foregoing is a reasonably 
complete representation of my 
impressions and notes; the imper 
sonal view recorded by a well 
stopped-down camera lens is quite 

different. The route out of Webster 

Springs by rail is no different 
from any other city, regardless of 
size. Shacks with rusting wash¬ 
ing machines on the porches line 
the right-of-way. Old beer cans, 
automobile hulks, automobile ti¬ 
res, and other debris line the 
right-of-way and the streams. Sc¬ 
attered garbage dumps are visible 
along the highways Abandoned 
coal tipple and slag heaps dom¬ 
inate the landscape The hills are 
criss-crossed by a maze of roads, 
leading to mining operations or to 
lumbering operations Each ram 
contributes it's quota of precious 
topsoil to that already in the stream 
channels - and to the mudflats in 
Sutton Reservoir. 


One fact is inescapable - the 
extractive industries as presently 
operating are not corruptible w.th 
tourism We can have one or the 
ether, we cannot hove both operat¬ 
ing m the same are concurrently 
Which will it be? If We Scenic 
M«.i»oed i* to become a reality. 
WvPste* Contf must roll ig it** 
cillnliv# sleeve* and get dow n to 
We *e* >nn business e# c l ee n .ng 

« We lenda*«pe 
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LOGGING RAILROADS 
AND 

LOGGING CAMPS 


(By Gordon T. Hamrick - Continued from Page 6) 


At Bill McCourt’s Leatherwood 
camp, the family I visited was that 
of Ray Bright Ray was "lobby 
hog' for the camp. His son. 
Shirley, and I were in the same 
class and became great friends, 
i thought nothing of the four miles 
or so to hike to and from school. 
A ! I was interested in was what 
went on at the camp If I was 
lucky, one of the teamsters would 
even let me take his team to water, 
and it was really a thrill to be 
entrusted with the care of those 
»timelt 

S *nc9 my father was a logging 
contractor, animals and I were 
no strangers However, my fa - 
ter used mostly mules on his 
fOb% and tor this reason, they were 
known as "The Jackass Jobs " 
Over the years, we had a variety 
tJ crdlert. some exemplary, but 
r*M.s'*y ornery There was "Mable~ 
••wt'e and intelligent, but she could 
wet stand a k*d There was 
George', who had as fowl a dis 
goertwn as anything or anyone I 
haee aver met He came from 


Vrywi es e he*t brake** two year 
el Our mg h*s fir si wee* m the 


teat a fee 
Ml at the 


it Whan 

oay af 


farm. George retained his foul 
disposition to the end; he was 
never ridden, and to shoe him, it 
was necessary to rope him in the 
"stocks." 

Among the other animals, there 
was a pair of medium-weight hor¬ 
ses,named "Charlie" and "Fannie.” 
Charlie was of a placid disposition, 
and would stand while kids crawled 
around, over, and under him, or 
swung on his tail. He thought, 
however, that four-thirty a m. was 
a fine time to kick the siding off 
his stall. Every barn he was 
stsblod in could be recognized by 
the lack of siding around his stall 
"Fannie", while not as placid as 
“Charlie", was intelligent and easy 
to handle, indeed, like most women, 
she often had a mind of her own 
and acted without direction from 
the handler 

None of the animals my father 
used could be compered with the 
horses used by McCourt I did 
not realize until much later that 
the animals my father used were 
selected with a view toward their 
bemo able to move quickly. Me 
Court's animals, on the other hand, 
were selected for their ability to 
pull a heavy lead. 
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horses, like all logg 
bridles with short n 
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critters with a sh 
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splash The few tin 
Id drink, one or ttv 
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lot Of time drying a 
of the boarding hotu 
In later years. I sun 




From th« Kmcely Collection 

A P*r 3H & Curtin logging camp lacked much in appearance, but there was always good food 
m4 Ms el it. 


ir of greys which 
pouvh each The 
logging teams, had 
art rems Put a lit- 
Mck of on* of those 
a short rein, and 
<0 reached dow n to 
•s fomg off with a 



team had been well trained. 

In every logging camp, there was 
sure to bo a number of mongerels 
of indeterminate breed. We would 
borrow a lantern from the stable 
hand, cuff up a lazy dog or two. and 
set forth on a coon hunt The late 
Robert Rusrk once expressed the 
opinion that any man who wont 
coon hunting wes simply looking 
lor an excuse to get diunk end fall 
into a brier patch We didn't get 
dri**. but we did fell into a num¬ 
ber of brier patches and knocked 
eut the li^it The natural state of 


events is that you have no matches, 
and you are faced with the certain 
knowledge that between you and 
camp lie a number of brier patches, 
several miles of rough territory, 
a number of streams, all of ertnch 
are certainly inhabited by bears 
end other animals of strange sorts. 
Things like this lend a certain 
lest, not to say speed, to the re¬ 
turn tu camp We never did en¬ 
counter a coon - I don't know what 
we would have dore had we ac¬ 
cidentally tr ipped over one Pro¬ 
bably we would have been as sur¬ 
prised as the coon The dogs 
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The Rise And Fall 
Of A Tourist Center 


by Gordon T. Hamrick 


Tha Mil well lay e* il had lam 
tha*« many thousand* of year*. 
ratling aa»ily in the hollow hand* 
of the rock* Born of the earth'* 
travail, the valley in which the 
tall wall lay had com* into beinq 
amid that period of mountain-boil 
dmg now known a* the Appalachian 
Revolution Amid the shattering 
of rock, the uplifting and tract 

urmg of a continental vertotore, 

great fault crack* opened in the 
earth'* cruet 

This wa* a lonely land, rent 
and torn by earthquakes, it* sur 
face shattered and cracked In 
an age long past, thorn had been 

greater rainfall and the area had 

rested under a warm, *hallow. in¬ 
land sea Following the uplifting 
of the mountain*, glacier* «pread 

down from the north and rainfall 

her erne greeter Deep valley* 
were carved into the land*capo, 

es the more resistant rock* on the 

channeled the run-off into 
stream* which gouged ever deeper 
•da the cru*1 of the earth 
After the glacier* retreated in 
•w country to the north, ramfatt 
her erne lee* Vegetation appeared 
ut ' *'«*•• of the rnmmtains A 
tr-iaie of wafer high on a ridge 
I .ii. a <rer * m the riM k and 


Ivg a 


Mk*U' 




at the salt spring. 

Time passed, and several thou* 
and years ago. a man ram* to drink, 
the first of ttur hunters and food 
gatherer* to find this remote spot 
The primitive man carried a stone 
hand axe and a throwing stick 
with a spear A deer came to drink, 
unaware that the hunter was crou¬ 
ched in the rock* and brush behind 
him The door heard the man whon 
he moved to make his spear-thrust, 
but it was too late. Tho hunter 
skinned out his victim, ate a part 
of it, and departed for the west 
Few hunters came so tar south 
or oast Hunting was good else- 
where, without crossing into the 
mountainous rogion Onlyintimes 
of necassity did hunters come so 
far south and east 

The whit* man settled the coast 
of North America, forcing the 
‘ tu a 


*• r ee* r«p4,i*» paused along the 

"•*' »e dries of the salt solution 
thore wet « SeVwt rending «4 

'••• and tNe l M l ef the r 

ieiis«< a tow Ii 

* * •». *-•«.* n ,1 

*“*••»* r>l «>•**< «jj 




Indians, learning of the salt spr mg, 
returned here more frequently to 
hunt, yet, so far as ran tie deter 


In, or prior to, 178S, the valla* 
was visited by a bearded stranger 
<i while man named Abram Mein 
The locality subsequently bee am 
known os Fork Lick, since ttv 
salt lick which gave the site it’i 
name was located al the junctior 
of tho Elk River and theBackFork 
of the Elk River 

History does not record the name 
of the first svlller al fork Lick. 
When Webster County was created 
by an Act of the Virginia General 
Assembly, January 10, 1860. from 
Nicholas, Braxton, and Randolph 
counties, the statute provided that 
tho name of the seat of justice • 
or county seat - should be Addison 
(from Addison McLaughlin, the 
owner of the landon which the town 
was located) An Act ot the West 
Virginia Legislature m 1903 cha¬ 
nged the name to Webster Springs 
h* ArriiraW* iTmtr'ir*- 


WWt 


• plenlirw* 

named the 


river which (towed through the 
valley the Ilk Rive* Elk Ttsfcal- 
wah. n*er of fat alk * 


Wai Ootwtren the Slate* Mi*tory 
does not record the name of the 
•artiest pruprtaler to exploit the 

muter al propeH.es uf the f » >n » 

Mo—.oeW.endre.let-.-wr- 

nen evlsteht consequently. hsvar 

was timitied to mute trail Few 
travelers braved the wildernesato 
visit the mineral spring A grot# 
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0 , (hr and r«inf**l 

down 'x’Oi I D ,„.p valh’V* 

Drl .n,* , h „ |wK*«oar"< 

wr.r « "’^ r ’ n i ' Uo |,ock«on».n 

«. tb# «*or* rrt»'r" run 0 (f into 
r.dg** 

stream. ^"; h ^JV.rlh 

into '*>♦■ * ''treated in 

elsth?. .. 

oTthe slop®* of tho mountains A 
i. inkle of watoi bigfi on o rid(J« 
1 o « creek ■•• lho rock nml 


»n Uxt river bed. ter below On 
W, way through the rock strata, 
tha water bed picked up miner#! 

mTk m'VoTulion. end tho lest or 

tfw ijrojt reptiles paused along the 
river to drink of tho salt solution. 

There was a further rending of 
rock., and the last of the great 
reptile* vanished, a tew lingering 
on to color the'leaends of the Ind- 

,sn, who t-r/>io drifting down from 
tho north and from the west The 
first of the mammals came to drink 


uiinwAr i „ Ad, ’«"- camolodrin*. 

died ,IV h * lho tomtor *«* cro " 

him t!!' V rock% "nd brush behind 
ho m n rh T d °” r h "«rdth# man when 

h moved l„ make his M ,n 0 . - thrust. 
.i.„' . w * :> ,ou 'ate the hunter 
skinned out his victim, ate . part 
p' • " >d doportod tor tho west. 
Few hunter, r.amo so for south 
“7 ° 0,it Hunting was goou „, sc 
•ero. without crossing into tho 
mountainous region Only in times 
nl necessity did hunters com* so 
far south and east 

Tho white man sotllod the coast 
of North Amor.*", for 




the continent 
wave of .etttors moved westward, 
ovar forcing tha Indians deeper into 

^E7rT!tt?rTor oMfie continent. The 

Indians, learning of the salt spring, 
returned here more frequently to 
hunt; yet, so far as can be deter¬ 
mined. no Indian ever called the 
valley home. Game was plentiful; 
the Shawnee Indians named the 
river whu-.h lluwod through tho 
valley the Elk River Elk Tiskol- 
wah. "river of fat elk." 



Collection of Berlin Chapman 

The Webster Springs Hotel was during its oxistence(1904-1925) the 
argest frame building in the world having a total of 300 rooms. Many 
facilities even today considered luxuries were commonplace at this 
tourist center 



uf lho Elk River 

History does not record Ihe name J 
of the (irst settler at Fork Lick. I 
When Webster County was created I 
by an Act uf lh« Virginia General 3 
Assembly, January 10. I860, from ? 
Nicholas. Braxton, and Randolph || 

counties, the statute provided that ** 

tha name of tho seat of justice 
or county scat - should be Addison I 
(from Addison McLaughlin, the ' 
owner ot the t and on which tho tuvm j 
wot locatod) An Act ut lh« Wu«t 
Virgtntn Loqi«la\ur« m «.h« 


tk? The 


then Addison, one might ask? 
answer ia simple Money Tourist 
money Fork Lick was well known 

F ^lTarntn?rt! springs phior To ffiJ 

War Between the States. History 
does not record the name of the 
earliest proprietor to exploit the 
mineral properties of the spring 
However, roads and railroads war v 
non - evfstem ; cnhsequenfry, travel 
Will, timitiod to muto trail Few 
travelers braved the wilderness to 
visit the mineral spring. A group 
of enterprising businessmen, who 
se names are lost to history, pro¬ 
posed to change all this. In 1898or 
1B99, they chartered the Holly 
River Railroad Company, with a 
view of developing and offering 
rail facilities for the visitors to 
(then) Addison in the summer mon¬ 
ths for the purpose of drinking and 
bathing in the Salt Sulphur waters. 
Construction of the original unit 
of the Webster Springs Hotel was 
begun at about the same time. 

The Holly River Railroad Com¬ 
pany managed to complete con 
struction of a narrow-gauge rail¬ 
road as far as Hechmer on the 
Holly River in Webster County be 
fore it was acquired by the Holly 
River and Addison Railway Com¬ 
pany The line from Diana, on 
Holly River, to Addison, on the Elk 
River, was completed in 1901 or 
1902 Presumably, the Webster 
Springs Hotel had also been com 
pleted by this time, to handle the 
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„ jnin a r» io»l to history, pro 

^ t(< ) | 0 cK^tQr oil this In 1896or 
1899 l*w« chartered the Holly 
R.vor Railroad Company, with a 
«.«w of developing and ottering 
r •>i facilities tor the visitors to 
ithen) Addison m the summer mon- 
p«s tor the purpose of drinking and 
Pethmg *n the Salt Sulphur waters. 
Obstruction Of the original unit 
o’ the Webster Springs Hotel was 
N^r at about the same time 
The Holly River Railroad Com - 
p*w managed to complete con¬ 
struction of a narrow gauge rail¬ 
road as far as Hechmer on the 
tfeity R .er n Webster Cocnty be 
* -r • • *« acquired by the Holly 
R>v*r and Addison Railway Com - 
pars The I me from Diana, on 
Hr * Riser, to Addison, on the Elk 

a .S' -at completed m 1901 or 
IK2 Presumably, the Webster 
Sp np Hotel had also been com¬ 
peted by th'S time, to handle the 
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The author has attempted to identify the majority of the buildings shown in the 
above photo by talking with several of the town's residents who could remember 
Webster Springs of 1912 The type of building or the owner and in some cases 
both are: (1) Flem Hamrick; (2) Woodale; (3) Daily Blacksmith Shop; (4) Methodist 
Church; (5) Dormitory; (6) Tom Daily; (7) Woodsel; (8) Skidmore (9) Dr. McLaugh' 


The Salt Sulphur Well drilled by 

and tStO to a depth of MB feet was * tourist attr 
until it was eventually allowed to fni 1 *"*• rum 


Collection of Georgia Donald 
i betwee n t It and Hally Rivers 
t atang railroad 


expected influx of tourists. 

It is hardly a coincidence that 
the name of the town was changed 
to Webster Springs in 1903; that 
construction of the now famous 
Webster Springs Hotel was begun 
m 1904. and that the Honorable 
John T McGrow chartered the 
West Virginia Midland Railroad, 
which swallowed the Holly River 
and Addison Railway Company, in 
1905 


The Honorable John T McGraw. 
from Grafton. W Va . was a man 
of vision and ambition. He owned 
timber and mineral interests in 
the Webster Springs area Devel¬ 
opment of the industrial interests 
required a railroad; why not devel¬ 
op the tourist facilities at the some 
time? And Col. McGraw forthwith 
set forth to make Webster Springs 
one of the nation's best known 


tourist attr 
The Wesl 
road, a bra 
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Webster Springs, West Virginia, An 


(10) Wysong; (11) Dyer; (12) Rimfire Hamrick; (13) Withers (14) Moi 
Talbot Hotel; (16) Kelly Hamrick; (17) Currey; (18) Hamrick Hotel; (19) 
(20) Cosh store; (21) Valley Hotel; (22) Hotel Rutherford; (23) Dr 
Hmtt; (25) Benetdy; (26) Arthur; (27) Oakland Hotel; (28) Church; (29) C 
Webster Echo; (31) Bank; (32) Couch Store; (33) Jail; (34) Court 


a movie director. 

The Webster Springs Hotel, at 
that time the largest frame build¬ 
ing in the world and the second 
largest hotel in West Virginia, 
was a suitable setting for the 
scene Built largely of native 
lumber, the Webster Springs Hotel 
boasted of 300 rooms, a dining 
room, a ballroom, Turkish and 
Russian baths, plus a host.of other 
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irginia. Around 1912 

***,.,k (IS) Withers (14) Morion’*; (35) Church. (36) Hicks Building. (37) Skidmore Hotel; (38 

«m •«„*.. .» Hold (19) Nicho Peoples Store, (40) Trecy Building. (41) Truman Rose. (42 

Mo»# (23) Or Allan Star#; (44) Emtk Law Office; (45) Stable; (46) While; (47) P 

(Ml H..|« 1 73) Curtey, Store. (49) Klondike, (50) Drug Store and Post Office; (5 

Mr.# (ll> Ja.i 1 34 ) C*Mjrl House, (52) Bowling Alley; and (53) Webster Springs Hotel. 



amenities, such as bowling alleys. Woll (Contrary to popular belief. 
rtvn.etu«v golf courses, riding sta the Salt Sulphur Well is not the 
Mr* thcbvst fishing in the country original Fork Lick Spring The 
' k v«v carpeting floored tho rooms spring, located as it was, at the 

ev) h«»i% the food was second to junction of the Elk and Back Fork 

rvw Stuffed and mounted heads of of the Elk. suffer ed from pollu 

rv»t .e game deer, elk. buffalo( or tion by flooding following each 

f %sr> bear plus a host of lesser heavy ram Addison McLaughlin 

% imed the hallways A drilled the Salt Sulphur Well some- 

pend m back of the hotel sported time between the years of 1850 and 

arxj duvks A walkway known 1860, in search of salt brine. The 

»\ McGraw s Promenade” led Well, reaching a depth of 169 feet, 

the Hotel to the Salt Sulphur draws mineral water(s) from two 
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id 1912 

i htj.ih (Ml Hick% Building, (37) Skidmore Hotel, (38) Gregory Hotel; (39) 
r*or«» * Store (40) Trecy Building. (41) Truman Rote, (42) Miller; (43) Feed 
v , 44) I n„t lew Office; (45) Stable; (46) White. (47) Pool (48) Gillespie's 

St*r# |4<) Klondike. (50) Drug Store and Poet Office; (51) Moore'e Shoeehop; 
,s:’ Bowling Alley, and (53) Webeter Springe Hotel. 
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Weti (Contrary to popular belief, 

I fu> Salt Sulphur Well it not the 
original Fork Lick Spring. The 
\t ' located a% it wai at the 
i**k t»on of the Elk and Back Fork 
of the Elk. suffered from pollu¬ 
te by flooding following each 
heavy ram Addison McLaughlin 
* lied the Salt Sulphur Well some- 
t-mo between the years of 1850 and 
1880 in search of salt brine The 
A reaching a depth of 169 feet, 
mmeral water(s) from two 



difforent levels The water from 
this woll is unique in the high 
carbon dioxide content, which gives 
it it's characteristic "bite " No 
other well in the state can claim 
such a distinction.- 

By the time Col. McGrawchart¬ 
ered the West Virginia Midland 
Railroad in 1905, the trickle of 
tourists into Webster Springs dur¬ 
ing tho summer months had become 
a torrent Hotels sprang up. as if 
by magic, although many of them 
were hardly qualified for the name, 
even by the standards of that day 
In one of the earliest known pic¬ 
tures of Webster Springs, taken 
shortly after the turn of the cen¬ 
tury. no fewer than eight hotels are 
identifiable, including the Webst¬ 
ar Springs Hotel According to 
senior citizens, there have been 
no fewer than twenty two hotels 
located m Webster Springs at one 
time or another during the past 
Seventy years 
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Pedettr i«n traffic in Webster Sp 
ring* in ttrly doyt tttmt to boot 
boon torn#thing of a venture m 
daring Mam Streot eat paved 
from the vicinity of the Oakland 
Hotal to the Court House. around 
tho nvar tide of the Court Square 
and pottibly at far at Union Street 
Sidewalks are visible in the lower 
end of town, the street it of mud. 
and crossing was accomplished at 
the risk of being mired down A 
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from (ho »oat of Iho (own* 
folk % «opor atmg (ho »ho«p from 
If*, vjools to to tpi'ak Another 
boatdwalk. known as “Lovor'a 
lor*.* ran up Back Fork in tho 
gonoral im<i of what i» now Boll 
SI. »>. ( In (ho rosf of (ho town, 
» ot kt wof t* tot on end in tho stro 
ot(t). botwoon tho ruts mado by 

" • : «•' • ■ ■■ •<" p.d.str I an*, to 

cross. and woo bo to tho poor 
pedestrian who lost his balance 
while crossing 

Th«* oarly proprietors in Web 
ster Spr mgs to seom to have boon 
too busy separating the tourist 
from h*s money to construct add¬ 
itional facilities for tourist recre¬ 
ation 

The Tracy building housed the 
skating rink (and als o the first 
h*gh school in the county.) Tho 
bowling alley was near the cen¬ 
ter of town along the river bank, 
and the Klondike, where a fellow 
look his girl for an icecream cone, 
was located in one of tho buildings 
just up the street Recreational 
faoi t es. other than these, seem 
•d have been non-existent, except 
P©ss*bly for a pool hall. 

Contrary to popular belief, it 
we* net the frequent fires that 
r avaped Webster Spr mgs that spel - 
h* death of tourism as an 
By the time the Webster 
'*' "*9* Ho**! was destroyed by fire 
«* ft;* tourism was already dead 
•* • he* mg bean dona in by 
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from all over the eastern part of 
the United States flocked to these 
operations, “dead-heading"on log¬ 
ging trains; walking, travelling as 
best they could. Every town was 
full of uncouth ruffians, often 
drunk, always belligerent. And. 
always, there was the ever-pre¬ 
sent prospect of open warfare be 
tween tho foreign railroad men - 
track crews - and the lumbermen, 
as can be attested by any news¬ 
paper of the period 

Add to these facts the destruc 
tion of the game habitat caused 
by logging, the destruction of the 
Clear truut streams caused by 
erosion, and the picture becomes 
more grim And. along about this 
time, the American public had 
developed its love affair with the 
automobile, and “auto camping** 
was the rage Auto roads were 
non existent in Webster County, 
tourists shunned the County At 
the time the Webster Springs Ho 
tel burned in lift, at the heart 
el We tourist lessen, it reputedly 
hed a tetpl el eight peymg guests 
and. Aar seme year s. had been a 
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744 o ,n IW 5 , tourism was already dead 

SI 0 •* • «*><*>. having been done in by 

>4**0 •«<*#*»•■.«t development . notably 

* j lumbering Tourism in Webster 

Mee« V> r had reached a Jfenith some 

/0 0 where about 1® 12 or 1913 and. 

Proeewt from that date, had steadily fallen 

off ft was no coincidence that the 
•Oil n decline in tourism was arr.ompan 

_ 4 »»«J by the development of lumber 

'Wvjd *»>Q 

As any old timar can relate, 
•arty loggers were a breed apart 
••■t^rs hmm rrther people Fiercely in¬ 

dependent. they were a wander mg 
g* «M?. following the logging camps, 
and wort mg at each camp just 

-s* *ebr . g enough lo build a stake to reach 

■*. Vwwi * P the next operation. As a rule, the 

' f if i TIT T i" were a hard-working group 

P det • w a*wn in camp, outside of camp. 

• Itftiti of Vkey wore a hard-dr inking, profane 
^ ^ Hi^tr and belligerent crew. Few tour¬ 
ists who had the misfortune to be 
on the same train with a crew of 
ten tumbermen(or wookhicks) 
wou'd cere to repeat the expert - 
•nee Even more to the point, 
the townspeople quickly learned 
•set the loggers demanded less 
a the way of accomodations than 
Ad the tourists, and were, conse- 
qpeantfy. easier to separate from 
Wm*r money The quality of hotel 
occe n sadetions declined, and so 
Ad the isanbsr of tourists The 
Oee>and and Webster Springs hot 
OH attempted to momtam stand 
•rde. hut >1 was a losing battle 
The headwaters of the Elk. Geu 
log. thdy. Williams, and Cran 
Worry rreeve were die last i*> 
hw»>f (VfM tunhar * the east 
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imsw Cmooit t d n the West 
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time, the American public had 
developed its love affair with the 
automobile, and "auto camping" 
wan the rage Auto roads were 
non existent in Webster County I 
tourists shunned the County At 
the time the Wobxt.r Ho 

V ,u . n ° m 1925 - •* <Ho Heart 
of the to U r,*t season. ,t reputedly 
had a total of e.ght paymg ^ 
and. for some years, had been a 

white elephant. 

The Depression came along; Col 
McGraw passed away and his estate 

went in liquidation. The real es¬ 
tate and railroad eights in Webster 
County were purchased by Pardee 
& Curtin; the real estate was re¬ 
tained and the railroad rights were 
sold to the Western Maryland Rail¬ 
way Passenger service from 
Central ia had been discontinued; 
Western Maryland Railway had 
never offered passenger service. 
The track from Central ia was tom 
up for scrap and the rolling stock 
junked. The section of West Vir¬ 
ginia Midland Railroad toward 
Bergoo was standardized and con¬ 
nected with the former Greenbrier. 
Cheat and Elk Railroad which ran 
up Elk River, to Elkins. The Back 
Fork section of the West Virginia 
Midland Railroad was tom up for 
scrap early during World War II. 

Meantime, the early inferior 
•arthorn roads of the Cotnty had 
been replaced by. or were being 
replaced by. roads more suited to 
automobile travel, however, auto 
travel on any W«bster Cocnty road 
was still something of an adven¬ 
ture. the roads being generally 
steep, narrow, and rough The 
start of construction of State Route 
20 m ttrt revived talk of Webster 
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tri fhe way Of Kcomoaniws mwi 
did the tourists. and were. cons* 
partly. easier to separate from 
thrir monvy The quality of hotel 
erromodetion* doc I mod. end so 
d«d the mimlfor of tourists Tho 
OokltfKl end Webster Spr mgs hot 
r * attempted to mimliin stand 
**.«» Pul it wa% • losing battle 
IN* Heed*«ter« of tho F Ik Gau 
c Holly. Will*am». and Cron 
(«*'V fivers wore the last un 
virgin timber in the east 
e** tjo».ted state* When tho lum 
interests. notably tho Spruce 
L«at^rf Company!later tho Wost 
V»r *•«"# Ru*p and Paper Company) 
»-*j Vx Cherry River Boom and 
Company, began opera- 
tho death knelt for tourism 
•%j«i voonded The Spruce Lumber 
Comport operation* in Webster 

Unh bo-gar about 1913; tho 
Cherry River Boom and Lumber 
Compare operations about 1907, 
• ~ Pa Gau ley River section be- 
a pa a a d about 1917 Loggers 


ENTER 5 & 10 
ter Carpenter 

fih (ihrus 

MRpl Seme Kakiif’ 


Fork section of the West Virginia 
Midland Railroad was torn up for 
snap early during World War II 
Mnantime. the early inferior 
oarlhorn roads of the County had 
boon replaced by. or were being 
roplar nd by. roads more suited to 
automobile travel, howovor, auto 
tr avel on any Webster County road 
was still something of an adven 
turn, tho roads being generally 
stoop, narrow, and rough The 
start of construction of State Route 
20 in 1925 rovived talk of Webster 
Springs becoming a tourist center. 
This talk continued intermittently 
throughout the Depression and cul¬ 
minated in the Rhododendron Fes¬ 
tivals of 1938 through 1942. These 
Festivals were the dying gasp of 
attempts to reestablish a tourist 
industry. Apparently, the pro¬ 
moters had yet to learn the lesson 
of their predessors; industrial de¬ 
velopment and tourism aren’t com- 
atible In this case, the "wood- 
hicks'* had been replaced by min¬ 
ers and nothing else had really 
changed 

Since the "crash" of coal mining 
during the late 1950 s. there has 
been talk of Webster Comity be¬ 
coming a tourist center Various 
studies have cited all the attract* 
tons the spectacular scenery, 
the rivers, the remote location 
The same studies also ote le 
problems • lack of facilities, re 
and capital to construe* mod 
•«n facilities _ 
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He* toon spent on the 4M**t -n e# 
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rood will not. in itaalf. attract 
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faciltliat ara availabla to tarva 
ftatn. tha facilitiat alona will be 
proMlatt without tha Scamc Rail* 


.aroy Critlip 


Th o t a who want to liva in tha 
patf and tali of a "tountt industry" 
thou Id Ula a walk throu^t Mot a I 
Bottom and look at tha rolict of tha 
fatl tAfandali Moovor't houta titt 
•«W 9m loudction of tha old Wat) - 
Ha lp##fiMottl A pari of tha 
troo IMcOowPromanada can 




9 coaaAar 

a 


- — - i^at m ara toe at ad »n tha bottom. 

”*—*•• **'*'* ktarwUNCM^ 

mm ****«•»'» A wtpantKm bndoa cro- 

^ r.aor a Aal ^ 

..tAwawHf^w- traoad a# VO twpana»an 

*■ ■** ,n< * W# tMl a*t*bla Th# 

-'•»* • * .^firnwa# # M |« UK at#d m th# 

m* *# ‘wa# ^ ^ ^ p. bat Vim 9w m#i* 

hmiwi * WNMa _- now a part 

^ _ aA#»« p»-*d taa^t# * ^ 

—‘ **• - *. WUr . -■ €«■»« »*• ►**' * % 


G L»r«y Cr»»l«* 


«. ,(.M Ml *•*J* 
mill *•** * ,jr * 
id^ad ***? 

man a#**** J 


a%#M<«jwc i i# »# 


t Ami Ho %#•* 
W* Wa» * #*'«.# 


■b'ain* 

Im - mrnrl 


hW i i»i*»»»w 
-a at •* •** 





> %tiil •mtt. wit on# of th# early hotels in 


(*f mm* *» «>>»»" port of 

M Kocftad !• tou 

«m. ’ few# >■•»*<* an tog 
»•<« ««k«% Si'OwoHi^got 
r# »*»« < I ‘♦'I *»■ > •#% 


#M 1 ** »» N pw« 

|>« 0 «> * MpMIt ##>«#'« to 
H« «.•«** • I Of Wlto 

•wm on# <to toWt****** 
Im tototo o f to to *MN 

>' •*« »«• Ml< 

u l*.« •. i fe» # * .» 

t*M IfMMM *.*t ft 1 lOAftl 


to OIl f t*> • 


whether if is necessary to con- 
struct tourist facilities to attract 
too tourist, or whether one attracts 
too tourist and then builds fact* 
lities to core for him It is a moot 
Question, one is essential to the 
other Without the tourist, there is 
no need for too facilities, without 
too facilities, too tourist will not 
to attracted to toe locale What 
is rewired «s a program of mod 
e#et*n whKh can attract too lour 
•%« piftoly and. at too same lime, 
fo to ii e tor tow» the Scon*< fta<> 
#wed anil not. an itself, attract 
to#** tod tounsts to*e*% a to i p ii to 
toe toe *•#•*«**« to Stoee 
*•••* tow *m -f oe atono toll to 

wdhto • towuf tow k«M fta»t 
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